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May 14, 2010
Alberta honours top amateur athletes for the 2009 season 
Edmonton... Canada’s most decorated female speed skater, a world championship skier and an accomplished junior female water polo team are among the amateur athletes being recognized as the Alberta Athletes of the Year for the 2009 season.

“These Alberta athletes are a testament to the value of hard work and illustrate the success of our sport development system,” said Cindy Ady, Minister of Tourism, Parks and Recreation. “Congratulations to each award recipient on their outstanding achievements. Albertans celebrate their talent and accomplishments and we are so proud of how they represented our province.  ” 

	Female Athlete of the Year

Kristina Groves
Speed Skating 

Hailey Casper (junior)

Diving 
	Male Athlete of the Year

John Kucera 
Alpine Skiing 

Kurtis Wenzel (junior)

Biathlon 
	Team of the Year 

Renegades Cadet U16 Gold

Water Polo



Athletes were nominated for these awards throughout the year. An Awards Selection Committee chose the final recipients, based on the nominees’ performance, achievement and contributions to amateur athletics in Alberta.  

“I want to congratulate all of the athletes selected to receive the 2009 awards,” said Bill Persley, Chair of the Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks and Wildlife Foundation. “These young athletes are role-models for the next generation of athletes coming up in Alberta.” 

The Alberta Athlete of the Year program was created in 2002 by the Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks and Wildlife Foundation to recognize the achievements of the province’s amateur athletes.  The Alberta Team of the Year award has been awarded since 2004. 

The recipients will be honored as part of the 2010 Alberta Sports Hall of Fame Induction Banquet on May 28 in Red Deer. 
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Media inquiries may be directed to:

	Dan Huang, Communications

Tourism, Parks and Recreation

780-427-1828
	Darrell Joy, Sport Consultant

Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation 

403-297-2705 


To call toll-free within Alberta dial 310-0000.
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Alberta Athletes and Team of the Year for 2009 
The Alberta Athletes and Team of the Year awards recognize and celebrate the significant achievements, performances and contributions of Alberta’s amateur athletes. 

Kristina Groves– Female Athlete of the Year 

Kristina enjoyed an extraordinary 2008-2009 speed skating season by winning 18 World Cup medals, capturing her first overall title in the 1500 metres, and a World All Around Championship bronze medal. Kristina became Canada’s most decorated female speed skater and is the second athlete ever to be awarded back-to-back Alberta Athlete of the Year awards. 

Hailey Casper – Junior Female Athlete of the Year 

As one of Canada’s top junior divers in 2009, Hailey’s accomplishments included winning a bronze medal in the Women’s 3 metre Syncho Diving event in Madrid, Spain.  As the Team Alberta flag bearer at the 2009 Canada Summer Games. Hailey also won gold in the 1 metre springboard and set a new Canada Games record with a total score of 264.75 points.

John Kucera – Male Athlete of the Year

The Calgary native won gold in the men’s downhill at the world championships in France in 2009, making him the first Canadian male to win gold in the downhill event at a world championships. John went on to win the World Cup downhill event in Lake Louise in November 2009. 

Kurtis Wenzel – Junior Male Athlete of the Year 

While celebrating his 18th birthday, Kurtis Wenzel won three medals at the 2009 Biathlon Youth and Junior World Championships. Following those wins, Kurtis finished his season with first-place finishes in the relay and sprint events at the Canadian National Biathlon Championships. 

Team Renegades Cadet Gold – Team of the Year 

Described as a “water polo dream team”, this team of under 16 year old female athletes went undefeated through every national tournament and international touring series of their season. Their dedication and commitment won them gold at the Under 16 National Championships in Montreal. 

	· Samantha Banks

· Elaine Block 

· Brittany Duncan

· Mikayla Erickson 
	· Jenna Sie

· Alynn Reade

· Fiona Spice

· Raine Paul
	· Breanna Gadzosa

· Morgan Jamieson 

· Rae Lekness

· Julia Paterson 
	· Shelby Taylor

· John Csikos - Head Coach
· Ellen Rafferty - Assistant Coach
· Chris Hammer - Assistant Coach 


More information about the Alberta Athletes and Team of the Year is available at www.asrpwf.ca. 
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Media inquiries may be directed to:

	Dan Huang, Communications

Tourism, Parks and Recreation

780-427-1828
To call toll-free within Alberta dial 310-0000.
	Darrell Joy, Sport Consultant

Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation 

403-297-2750 


